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depression and when hundreds of thousands
of His Majesty's subjects - the life of every one
of whom is as valuable as that of the King -
are living not only on the verge of poverty,
but actually in poverty itself. It is an outrage
upon all our forms of government to propose a
sum of this kind for the maintenance of the
head of the State.53
When he divided the House of Commons on
the proposal, four only of the working-class
members voted with him against it. He was
supported also by fifty-four Irish members.
Hardie was not an active republican. It did
not seem to him worth while exchanging a
monarch for a president. " The robbery of the
poor would go on equally under the one as the
other." Not until the system of wealth-produc-
tion was changed and the exploiting of the people
ended would thrones and presidential chairs
cease to be " used by the plunderers of labour
with philosophic impartiality to bolster up private
property."
Yet, while he did not urge the immediate
abolition of monarchy, he considered it necessary
to keep a sharp eye on the actions of the monarch.
He protested so forcibly against King Edward's
visit to the Tsar (1908), and with so copious a
record of Tsarist " atrocities," that he was
threatened with suspension in the House of
Commons, and was (with two other M.P.s)
struck off the list of persons invited to royal